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PICKING UP THE PIECES AFTER 
UNREST IN THE STREETS 


Protesters, police and 
civic leaders take stock 
of a chaotic Friday night 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Xavier Carr spent Saturday 
morning walking the perimeter of 
the Target parking lot at 72nd and 
Dodge Streets, picking up plastic 
bottles and caps — enough to fill 
two garbage bags. 

Twelve hours before, the 
32-year-old Omaha man had been 
with friends and family, walking 
the sidewalk, then the middle of 
Dodge Street. “I can’t breathe,” 
he and the crowd chanted, echo- 
ing the words of George Floyd, the 
46-year-old Minneapolis man who 
died after a police officer pressed 
a knee into his neck. 

Protesters returned to the scene 
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Omaha police move a woman out of the street during Friday night’s protest at 72nd 
and Dodge Streets over the death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 
police. At top, Omaha police fire tear gas as they approach protesters sitting in the 
eastbound lane of Dodge Street just west of 72nd Street on Friday night. 


Police again deploy tear gas during second night of protests in Omaha. Page 5A 


Saturday night for another demon- 
stration. 

On Saturday morning, Carr 
took a breath, a gentle rain com- 
ing down. Alone with his thoughts, 
he collected garbage and lament- 
ed the things he could have done 
without the night before: the “(ex- 
pletive) police” graffiti; the broken 
windows that amounted to more 
than $18,000 in damage at 12 busi- 
nesses; the 12 police cruisers that 
were vandalized, one with the word 
“ISIS” carved into its bumper. 

Carr, a self-proclaimed “big 
black dude,” said Friday night’s 
protest was promising — there 
was even a moment when Carr 
and an Omaha police officer bro- 
hugged. Then, about 8p.m., it 
turned chaotic. 

Omaha police blocked off Dodge 
Street, forcing a U-turn for pro- 
testers who said they were headed 
toward Memorial Park, less than 


See Protests: Page 2 


GRADUAL REOPENING 


As Nebraskans step out again, 
‘we are not out of the woods’ 


When the Cardinals ruled 


In a decade of dominance, South 
Sioux City girls basketball claimed 
state title after state title. Sports 


Wonderful wildflowers 


AREA HIGH SCHOOLS 


Missed moments are bittersweet 


By Erin Durry 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The weather in Omaha has 
been gray and gloomy. The coro- 
navirus has kept many people 
cooped up at home for going on 
two months now. The kids — and 
everyone else — are bored and 
climbing up the walls. 

But the Henry Doorly Zoo & 
Aquarium is opening back up. 
And your friend’s invite to a 
backyard barbecue sounds aw- 
fully tempting. 

What should you do? How can 
we all balance minimizing the 
risk of contracting the corona- 


virus while also clawing back a 
little bit of normalcy? 

Nebraska will take another 
gradual step toward reopening 
on Monday, when more restric- 
tions on bars, public gatherings 
and youth sports will be relaxed. 

In 89 counties, including the 
Omaha area, people will be 
able to return to bars; gather in 
groups of up to 25; and go to zoos, 
theaters and concerts. Wedding 
receptions and funerals can be 
held again, with restrictions. 

It’s not a free-for-all — there 
are still limits on capacity and 
spacing out customers and 


See Reopening: Page 7 


Gardening tips and flower 
suggestions in honor of Nebraska 
Wildflower Week. Living 


Weather 


Low: 65 
Details: 10A 


High: 76 
Shower, then breezy 
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for grads tuning in to ceremonies 


By Jor DEJKA 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


For Omaha Bryan High School 
graduate James Valencia-Soeth- 
out, missing out on a live grad- 
uation ceremony was more than 
being denied the pomp and cir- 
cumstance. 

His grandfather, dying from 
lymphoma last October, ex- 
pressed regret that, come spring, 
he would miss his grandson 
James walking across the stage. 

After Louis Valencia, a re- 
spected Omaha fire captain, died 
at age 59, James was determined 
to make that walk. He knew his 


grandfather would be there on 
stage with him in spirit. 

But COVID-19 had other ideas. 

District officials canceled the 
live graduation ceremony, re- 
scheduling it tentatively for later 
in the summer. 

So, James’ relatives gathered 
Wednesday evening around the 
TV in the backyard to watch 
the recorded ceremony and eat 
shrimp kebobs and fajitas. 

James’ mother, Rosa Valencia, 
was disappointed that her son did 
not get to walk the stage. 

“Im heartbroken. He’s my 
first child,” Valencia said. 


See Graduation: Page 9 
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